
RANOE OP TnER««nETER.
The thermometer «ranged as follows at

Tho Tiraos office ytwterday: At 3 A.
M., Î5S; 12 M». 42: S P. Mu. 4S: 6 P. M..
M.. 4S; *. F. M.. 42; *L_ midnight, 33. Av-
«ragc, 41*5.

_ ._-'<jiÄA_|

WEATHER FORECAST-
Forecast for.Tuesday and Wednesday:
Virginia.Fair Tuesday; WeenesdaA-

probably rain; light to fresh west *«*tadiC
"-/»»coming northeast.
North Carolina.Increasing clotj-dinetr-i^

Tuesday, rain at night and Wednesday»*
trinds becoming east and fresh.
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miin prison
MD LEM«

Immoral and Unsanitary Con¬
ditions from Overcrowding,
ACTION LOOKINGTO RELIEF

A Bill With Appropriation to Be
Framed by a Subcommittee.

MUCH EARNEST DISCUSSION

Committees of the Senate and House Hold a

Joint Session.Tbe Commission's Re¬

port Considered--', be State's
Financial Condition.Mr.

Keezell Opposed to

a Bond Issue.

Of the conditions which obtain at the
Virginia penitentiary much lias been

spoken and printed in the last few months*
aud roars. Time and again the unsani¬
tary and immoral environment o£ this

many tintes overcrowded institution has

been graphically pictured before the peo¬

ple of thc Slate and their representa¬
tives in Legislature and convention as-

t-nibled. Probably those acquainted with

the prison and the story of thc life within
Its walls have never presented tlie sub¬

ject with more terriblo simplicity nnd

straightforward earnestess than did

Representative Richmond last nicht
in the .discussion before tlie joint session
ol" Senate Committee on Public Institu¬
tions and Education and the Houso Com¬
mittee on Asylums «and Prisons.
Th« upshot of the meeting, which was·

called to consider tho report of the pen¬
itentiary commission appointed a year
aso. after a public hearing and a con¬

siderable discussion in executi».-e session,
was tire appointment of a subcommittee
. ¡ ten. four from «fta.oh committee, wtth
thy chairman of each, to consider the
whole subject «and frame a bill carrying
an appropriation for thc relief of thc
presen', tdtuaiiori.

EARNEST ADDRESSES.
Thc fact that the story was no new

nie made unnecessary any prefatori.'ii
statements by way of introduction. The

Speakers, one and all, grappled with the
mural problems which confront the Stato
).i the conduct of the institution in the

.simplest terms and the most direct man-

! fcr. Dr. alarles ?'. Carringtoii, thc sur-

-<>n of the prison, than whom no one

"nas a larger acquaintance with Uie life

*U' the prison .told of the immoral and
unsanitary results of crowding twelve
ituudred men imo a prison built for three.

3 «iii.ln-.-3. His statement made a profound
Vii pression on the committees. The rc-

p- its of committees and officials had told
ir-nch. Tho simple direct testimony of

th·".· surgeon of this prison told much

mere of the conditions existing in an in¬
stitution in -which Virginia cultivates
:-mong twelve hundred men.many of
them young short-term men soon to be
t ; rned loose in «counties and cities and
towns thc Slate over.the lowest and

..»ío.st bestial forms of degeneracy and
it iminaliiy.
The short address of Dr. Lie Cato, chair-

ji an of the. Penitentiary Commission, was

simple, direct and terrible in its empha¬
sis and earnestness. Dr. Le Cato has

been a careful student of thc problem
v.hich confronts tho State. He has ren¬

dered and will render valuable service
i'» this matter, as hc is the chairman of
t! e Senate committee which has thc mat¬
ter in hand.
The R«v. «George Cooper, the Rev. L. R.

"Mason, and the Rev. R. A. Goodwin told
<«!' their personal inspection and acquain¬
tance with the penitentiary. Their im-

1 rossions and recollections were very

graphic and impressive.
MANY LADIES PRESENT.

Probably tho most nota.«.o and tilling
feature of the meeting was the presence
ol a re.pr.-sentative company of thc good |
women of liichmond who have be^n pro- j
roundly stirred on this subject. Many of
those present were ladies who have per-j
*.« nal acquaintance with tne condition of
thc prison by reason of religious work, j
v. hieb they ha··:· conducted within its j
walls. There was a full attendance of
members.

THE COMMISSION'S REPORT.
Tbc report of the Commission was first I

read. It recounts thc overcrowded condi¬
tion and recommends a new st<y*l ceil
building for Otó prisoners on Belvidero
Street, to cost about. Î250.O00 complete. To

·..'·.· this .-.u»:· ·'·.<· Conrnv;» .·« tvc.jr.i-

saends either.
.^X. That the Legislature appropriate

ftW.*000 for two successive, years, allowing
i·.: «addition the use for this period' for this
purpose the net revchiicç derived from
Uk penitentiary.

"2. To authorize the borrowing ?? ?·.'50.-
(»t'i. with tho pledge of the revenues of thc
1 .-liitentiary annually to its payment, au¬

thority for this loan be ng asked from thc
Const tutional Convention now in s«ission."'
Tho last repot of the Board of Di-

»¦..-sors was read, showing that even aG¬
?« t deducting the deficit occasioned by
*.li. State farm and also the expense of

11i.nsporting crimináis to and from thc
prit-on. whieh is charged tc the peni¬
tentiary, that institution last year clear¬
ed i net profit over all expenses for thc
.ilate of S4G.F9S.ñíi.
Thee arc 1,200 men in tlie prison in 391

<¦«»;]* and tlie contract with the Davis
th..?.: Company requires the State to tup-
¡ily t? that «company this number of cm- !
.«...yes until tho end of the contract in i
1513. Thc larger number of thc cells
measure l-t ItC feet and in this spaca is j
? rowded live and six men by a false ceil-
big of berths, or bunks, suspended from
the coiling. The entire absence of venti¬
lation and sewerage was dwelt upon in
tlie commissioners' and directors' te-

X.orts.
DR. LE CATO'S ADDRESS.

Dr. Le Cato, the chairman of the com¬
mission, was tlie tirsi speaker of the eve¬

ning. He thought the Slate was fact to face
.with a crisis which should be met. For
nine years he had been acquainted with
the needs and conditions at the peniten¬
tiary. During that period every Gover¬
nor had recommended action and every
Législature had <OnHÌdered some measure
-.ir other. Nothing had been done. Since
then a eommlttre ,>f n,«, Constitutional
t*..n\ei!tion had conducted an invest ina- !
tion and made a rei«ort of facts which ?
might woll shock th* Sut.« of Virginia.
> ¿hnilar report liad com·» from th·» eo;n-
tnlaslon, thc creature of the Leglilaturc..

These facts were fully set forth in re¬
ports of the commission, thc committees,
thc surgeon, the «Board of Directors with¬
out number. Of them there could be no
discussion or question. The matter for
tho consideration of the Legislature was
tho remedy for tho conditions existing.
The remedy suggested by the commission
was outlined in tho report of the com¬
mission.
In -conclusion Dr. De Cato very earnestly

urged upon the Legislature the consid¬
eration of the subject» The commission
turned the whole subject over to that
.body.

"Rev. George Cooper. D. D.. told of his
visits to the prison and his thorough ac¬
quaintance with the whole subject. The
t'-port of the commission underestimated
the inhumane features of the penitentia¬
ry's condition. He earnestly hoped that the
Legislature would take some steps to re¬
move thin blot from the fair name of the
State»

"MR. CLAVTOR'S RESOLUTION".
Mr. Claytor offered a resolution that a

subcommittee of the two committees be
arpointcd to frame a bill providing for
nt· appropriation to relieve the conditions
of the penitentiary.
Mr. Keezell opposed thc issuing of bonds

ai-d was in fa.vor of instructing the sub¬
committee to bring in a bill providing
fr-r an appropriation from the revenues
of the State. Thc net excess of the
State's revenues over expenditures for
0 e past three years had been $463.000,
Í¿03,000 and $334,000, respectively. Of this
surplus $000,000 had been used to purchase
bonds of thc Slate. There was $1,115,000
in thc sinking fund, ar.d the State was
under no obligation to the bondholders
in connection with thc sinking fund until
J!'10. Last September there was over
fi-fi.900 in the treasury, making, with the
sinking fund, available assets of about
?'·.<"?0.000. From this financial showing
Mr. Keezell argued that the State could
well afford to make thc appropriation
without issuing bonds.
DR. OARRLVGTON'S «jTATF.ME.V7.
Dr. Charles V. CarringtDii, the sur¬

geon of the penitentiary, was the next
sj.caker. As he was "¦ntiri.ig upon a. dis¬
cussion of the sub.'oct he was Inter¬
rupted by »Mr. Lyle, who was of ihe opin¬
ion that nieirbers could see for them¬
selves. It took only a. half hour to go
.»nd S'^. .and beside«! Mr. Lyle was not
favorably impress« d with the prese-it
contract arran-rement and the build'ng
cf a prison. His remarks were the only-
expression.«- of this character heard at the
meeting. Mr. Lassiter, Mr. Liaad and
others insisted on hearing from Dr. Çar-
rintrton in full, in snite of Dr. Lyle's ol>-
¿ectiovt and he inado a full statement of
(he unsan'tâVy and ¡»-nmo-al conditions
Wilch surround Uie life cf the prisoners
during a portion of which the ladies re¬

ared.
"Why «don't you Tviild a building at

the farm? Why don't vou do something
l:ke that?" ask»d Mr. Lyle.
"If I was a member of the Legislature.

1 would have done something long ago,"
replied Dr. Carrirgton.
Mr. Lyle then retired frcm the mcet-

ircf.
The Rev. L. "R. "Mason and P»ev. *R. A.

Goodwin made earnest statements of what
thev had seen and knew of their own

knowledge. In the name of humanity and
the good name of the State they pleaded
for action at this time. Mr. Mason
brought out well the- point that the bel-
..»rmcnt of the conditions at tho prison
.vVould greatly increase the efficiency and
earring eaoacity of the men, and thus'the
appropriation, from, a simple busings
peint of vi :v.\ was to be commended.
The committees went into executive zer-

sîcn, and it was decked to appoint a join'»
subcommittee of ten to frame a bill, cann¬
ing an approriation. to be introduced si¬
multaneously in thc two branches of the
Legislature.

No Action Taken.
(Hy Associâteft Fret!?.")

WASHINGTON, March 3..The Republi¬
can members of the House, who met in
conference again to-night, to consider the
Cuban relief ouest ion, after threo hours
of fruitless discussion adjourned until
Thursday without action.

BROTHERS BURIED
SIDE BY SIDE

E. F. Green Follows Sterling Green
to the Grave.Measles Fol¬

lowed by Pneumonia.
r.Sp«M»Inl l'i.-pat.-li to Tho Tim·»?.,

PAMPLIN CITV. VA., "March 3..With-
in twenty-four hours of the death of
Sterling Green, mentioned in last Friday's
issue of The Times, his brother. K. F.
Green, died of pneumonia, which followed
measles.
On Saturday at the same hour they

were buried here temporarily, side by
side, in tlie Presbyterian Church lot.
The former leaves a wife and one small
child,: tho latter a. wife. The two wives
and their sister. -Miss Mason, and the lit¬
tle child are still sick, but all are thought
to be improving.
Another brother besides the one men¬

tioned last week has come to aid in
waiting on them. The citizens are still
showing kindly and helpful aid.
.lust over the way from the house of

this stricken family. Miss Nannie .Wo-
îuack is ill with pneumonia. The goodly
number who have had measles are now-
convalescent, and this disease, which was
so prevalent around us, is abating.

DEBT IS PAID OFF.
*»t. James Eplrcopal Church Raised SI.7C0 on

Sunday.
There "was a debt of $1.700 due by the

St. James Episcopal Church for repairs.
The whole amount was raised on Sunday.
I'nvelopes were pla-ced in the pews, and
when they had been collected the aggre¬
gate amount was more than sufficient to
lay off the. debt.

HYGEIA MUST GO.
be Government Wants Site of Hotel for a

Fort.
(Siiecial Dlspateli to The Times.)

NEWPORT NEWS, VA.. March C.It
is re]K«rted that the- Array Reconstruction
Board will recommend that the govern¬
ment purchase the Hygô-ia. Hotel, Old
Point, the plan being to tear the hotel
down and establish a fort.

Bishop lunstcn Here.
Bishop J. B. Funsten. of Idaho, former¬

ly of Richmond, is here on a visit and is
the guest of Rev. Thomas Semines. He
ram«» up from Norfolk yesterday, where
he made six addresses on Sunday. He
spoke twjc*.. at Williamj-burg on his way
here. Thft Bit-hop will leave hero to¬
morrow for Pennsylvania. He will no
bs<*k I" Richmond in' about' two weeks
Z.Y.Ù will mad-c some addresses.

WHEN THE JAMES FORGETS THE; PROPRIETIES
OF A WELL BEHAVED AND HISTORIC STREAM.

This picture is a true representation of the river, at its highest Sunday afternoon. The house close by on
the right is the shed of the Old Dominion wharf. The water is half way.the height of thé building« The well-
nigh submerged sheds in the distance belong to the Virginia Navigation Company. The scene presented was
beheld with wondering awe by thousands. .

UGLY SiïOAH
IHHM CM

Ten Thousand Volt Current
to Prevent Wire Cutting.

WOULD KILL BY A TOUCH

Strike Sympathizers Pile Lumber
on the Tracks.

SOLDIERS HAVE TO PULUTOFF

.Many of the Soldiers in Syn.pa.by With Ihe
Str.ke and Turn Their Eyes Away When

Ihe Fuses Arc Pulled Frora tbe Cars.
AH Quiet Under Military

Guard, B u t Further
Trouble is Feared.

(Special Dispatch to Tho Times.)
NORFOLK; YA., Marcii »L-Norfo... has

had an exciting timo to-day .vltli the
striking street car men. All is C'Uict to¬
night, however, thou·»-., great anxiety is
felt for the morrow. The day opened by
thc Scvcnty-Iirst Regiment going- to the
car barns of the Norfolk Railway and
Light Company-to start the cars, which
had been still two days.
The scene was a thrilling one, and it j

was a pleasant surprise when, instead of
riotous actions, many of the old men

took their places on the cars, and under
military and police protection, ran them
out of the sheds aud over their accus-
torned routes.
This did not last long, however. ¡Many

of the men who returned to work wrongly
understood that the company had abated
some of their demands, and "when they
found they, were mistaken they rejoined
the strikers.
¡During the afternoon something liko

600 to 1,000 people, including many mem¬
bers of labor unions, gathered on upper
Church Street and placed lumber across
the car tracks, stopping- the cars.

MILITIA LUGGING LUMBER.
These obstructions were from time to ]

time.removed by the soldiers, who put in
some hours lugging lumber. The crowd
jeered them and the work was distaste¬
ful, since many soldiers are trade union¬
ists and in sympathy with the strikers.
Afterwards strikers or sympathizers con¬
gregated on the track in such numbers
that the cars could not pass, or cut the !
trolley ropes and persuaded the motormen
to cease werk. These obstructive tactics
practically prevented the running- of cars.

SOLDIERS LOOKED AWAY.
The fuse was «ilso removed from some '

cars or screws were removed, the soldiers
looking tlie other wriy while this was
being done, and- notwithstanding eight
companies of troops, the Norfolk con-
stobulàry; and the entire force and re¬
serves of Norfolk police assisted the
company, the running of cars was this
evening impracticable. The people gen¬
erally are in sympathy with the strikers.
The men say that this is probably due

to- the fac:t tint the railway company
has dabbled "in "local politics, has plas¬
tered the' city· with passes distributed
among couneilmen, politicians and «at¬
torneys, employing Mr. Johnston as
general manager while ho was -yet "Mayor
.and employing Commonwealth's Attor¬
ney Venables law lirm as counsel. These
facts, used by the enemies of the
officials, politically and financial",«-, have
spread dissatisfaction, widely.
CROMWELL »ASKED FOR TROOPS.
Sheriff Cromwell states that he »asked

Cov. Montague, to order out the fo-n·-

l>ecause one Kelly, lately an inspector
for the railway' company und now a

striker, made a speech this morning be¬
fore the strikers, in which lie told the
sheriff that none of the company's prop¬
erty would be harmed, but that trouble
would ensue if «*-n attempt -were made
to run cars with non-union men.

It being .disc'ovcred that the troops
were asked, for yesterday, Sheriff Crom¬
well is censured "¿v many who believe
that ihe troops should not have, been
ordered out unless the strik'-i-s had done
somo overt net in violation of law.
Sheriff Cromwell ll-mres in the case bc-
cadso the car barns are outside the city
lìmìui
Kelly «as arresten to-day for some un»

¦wise »*-*"t or speech, but "was subsequently

released on bail. lie is an especially hot
talker.

? IMPORTED FROM RICHMOND.
Eleven men wore imported from Balti¬

more and six from Richmond fc^y· the air
company, but the few cars run out
were manned by. mormer employes.. It is
rumored that because of the tact thatthc
company made no attempt to run cars
two days, some hostiles .will seek to se¬
cure the annulment of their charter.*
To-night four companies of troops are

on duty on the car line, while four sleep
in the armory. Distasteful as the calling
out of thc troops wits ? the majority of
the citizens, it is regarded as probable
that had they not been on the scene
there would probably havo been some

lighting; what row has been made,
though, is only taccablc to strike sym-
vuthizers, and no striker has been de¬
tected in any a.ct '-unlawful.
It is" apprehended that the company's

wires will be cut to-night. The report
that they were cut to-day appears errone¬
ous. The cars are all in the barn to¬
night. Pickets patrol Huntersville g,nd
the suburbs.

COOL-HEADED OFFICERS.
Colonel Higgins.-coin'manding the troops,

is cool-headed arid1 *,Tst*' ;tnd possesses tlie
confidence of the .public and of his men.

Many «soldiers, especially Portsmouth and
Newport News men arc outspoken sympa¬
thizers of thc striken?.
The company turned ten thousand volts

current on the trolley wire to-night, and
so advised the strikers. This probably
means that no trolleys will be cut. us to
approach the trolley closely meuns elec¬
trocution. Mr. R. Lancaster Williams or¬
dered that no attempt be made to run
cars to-night, saying that it is useless to
risk thc lives of tlie motormen, as no pas¬
sengers will embark on the cars.

ARMED TO THE ???1G.
The soldiers each have thirty rounds of,

ammunition, and each jroliceman has riot
club and two revolvers. The.number of
bayonets was but slightly greater, than of
bottles out to-day, most, of the soldiers,
«¦some junior officers and many strikers
having very evidently drank much. Only
about thirty-live of the strikers are in¬
clined to violence, the most of the dis¬
charged employes being quiet and- law-
abiding. Ono battalion of troops, are

camped in the 'car barn, the other at the
armory down-town.
The first car started at 10:52 o'clock thia

morning.
At every turn one encountered a blue

uniformed soldier with bristling bayonet
attached to formadable looking rifle.

(Continued on Second Page.

REPORT AGAINST
PANAMA PROJECT

Subcommittee Decides That the
Legal Complications Are

Too Many»
(By Associated Press.)

WASHINGTON. D. CV. "March ?,..The
subcommittee of the Committee on In-
teroceanic Canals to-day agreed- to rec¬
ommend to the full committee that the
legal complications surrounding the Pana¬
ma offer arc. such that the United States
should not accept it.
This subcommittee consists of Sena¬

te is «Morgan, Mitchell, Kittridge. Pritch-
.-«..d, Foster, of Louisiana, and Turner.
Senator Pritehard was not at the "meet¬

ing to-day, while Senator Kittridge said
tt-at hc reserved the right to make a
minority report to thc full committee.
The other four members united in the
recommendation.

Y. M. C.A. TO RAISE $25,000,
Movement lo Pay Off Indebtedness Inaugu¬

rated.Two Promise $1,000 Each.
A movement has been l*cgun by the

Young Men's Christian Association to
raise $25,000 to pay off the entire indebt¬
edness of the Y. M. C. A. Ricnmònd is
soon to have one of the most active can¬
vasses known hero in years In fact it
has already begun. A committee, com¬
posed of several of the leading men of tha
city, is at work on schemes. They wili
report three. If cne is found to be im¬
practicable, one of the ethers will be
used.
Several gentlemen have teen asked to

give something towards the liquidation
of the debt. Two of them at once promis-?**
to give at least 51,000 each. They will
iikely give more, as both are great be-
lio.vers in the work of the Y. M. C. A.
The committco will make its report in
a short time, and then some ono will
be calie.".' upon pro.'ubly to givo his time
to the canvass for the needed money.
Tho sum stated abeve. $-15.000, will pay
off the debt, part of which is the origi¬
nal risibt furniHh .the. improvements de¬
sired for the first floor, and icuvc enough
for tlie expense of next year.

IHE SHIPPING BILL
BEFORE IE SENATE

Mr. Frye Made the Opening
Speech in Support of it.

HE GROWS EPIGRAMMATIC

"The Mail Must Precede the
Trade," He Declares.

'SAYS FREE SHIPS NO REMEDY

House Began Discussion of Rural Free Deliv¬

ery, and Mr. Swanson Led tbe Fight
Against tbe Contract System.

Conference Make Thîlr

Report on Philip»
pine Bill.

(By «Vssociatod Près.·».)
WASHINGTON, D. C, ¿March 3..The

Senate began to-day the consideration of
what is popularly known as the shipping
bill. Mr. Frye, of Maryland, chairman
of the Committee on' Commerce, made
the opening speech in support of the bill.
He occupied the floor for nearly two
hours reviewing the measure reported by
the committee and dealing with questions
which have arisen in connection with its
consideration.
Mr. Frye's address was largely techni¬

cal, but his argument was listened to
with close attention by Senators on bothsides of the chamber.
It seemed to him, Mr. Frye said, thattlie policy of protection had been vastlybeneficial to thc American people. TheUnited States, he asserted, had no peerindustrially. Only one industry had beenwithout protection.and without protec¬tion for fifty years.and with the logicalresult. The shipping interests of thecountry had-been neglected in the givingof protection. "This country had permit-.ted its inferiors to seize upon the path¬

ways of ocean commerce almost without
a struggle.
"It seems to me." said ili*. Frye, "thatthat picture ought to humiliate and mor-tify.:beyond expression any patriotic citi¬

zen of the United States who glories inthe power and prosperity of his country.It is not alone humiliating; it is abso¬lutely dangerous."
Mr. Frye asked who was going tocarry the $187,000.000 of exports in theevent of a. war between Germany andGreat Britain.
"Why.'.' said he, "the farmers and. themanufacturers and the wage-earners ofthe. Uritcd States would' pav a penaltyequal to .that paid by either of the con¬tending parties."

AMERICAN WAGES.Mr. Frye then sought to show that this'condition of things was caused by Ameri¬
can wages, which increased the cost ofour' ships for the foreign trade at least25 per cent.
Mr. Frye declared that of all steam¬ships in the world of_14 knots ar.d up¬ward SO per cent, «ore'subsidized" by the

countries whose Hags they carry. Of 10'knots.and upward, he said, all but six in
the'world are heavily subsidized by the
countries whose flags they float.
'"Are we to. submit'to this humiliating,
wretched condition of things?'' said Mr.
Frye.'
The nations paying these subsidies, hi»

declared, did so for the purpose of ex¬
tending,their trade and for nothing else.
"Trade cannot precede the mail.", said

he; "the mail must precede the trade."
Mr. Frye contended that there is. not a

nation on this earth that needs markets
fir its surplus products more than the
United States. An American ship han¬
dled by intelligent, active, earnests.and
interested American officers, he said, is
a better instrument for the distribution
of our prçducts abroad than a German
ship officered with Germans, Germany
being· a dangerous rival of the United
States. «-'-'.·

FREE SHIFS. .* ?
Mr. Frye declared that free ships, for

which some Senators ¿were, contending,
would, mean an increase in cost of,-G per
c'.nf. more than they do how and would
close every shipyard in the United .Stales
against .building any ship for foreign
«trade1. He said that bounties had been
}-::ggcsted,* but these were, repugnant to
the: Constitution and- &.'-violation- of 31

commercial treaties "-with different nations
of the world.
"Now, these nations are to-day looking

jealously at us." said Mr. Frye. "and it;
is said that they are studying the prob¬
lem as to how they can stop us from
getting- into these foreign markets.
To abrogate these treaties, ho said,

would only serve as an excuse for re¬

taliation. He said that the only way to

accomplish anything in the direction in¬
dicated by him would bo to pay from
the Treasury* of thc United States an¬

nually a sum of money which shall be
equal to the difference between the opcr-
rting and carrying on of the trade in
foreign, ships and that carried in our

own.. Tho Republican party had stood
by that idea of protection and encourage¬
ment ever since it had been a party in
power, and that party, he insisted, could:
not excuse itself from leaving an industry
as important as this entirely unprotected.
Mr. Frye said that in two years the en¬

actment of tho pending bill would in¬
crease the expenditure in American ship¬
yards $40,000,000. In addition, thc mail
subsidies, amounting now to nearly 53.-
C'O.OOO a year, would act as an offset to
tho amount of about $6.000.000 paid in
subsidies'to »*vmeriean shipping.

In th. House.
{By Associated Press.)

\VASHINc_-xOin, D. C, March 3..The
Houso to-day began the consideration of
tho bill to· elassiry the rural free delivcry
servico and placo the carriers under thc
contract system. Only two speeches were
delivered to-day. Mr. Loud, of Califoru'd,
chairman of tho Committee on Post-
oiiices and Post-roads, made the opening
argument in favor of tho bill, speaking
for two and a half hours. -Mr. Swanson,
of Virginia, led tho opposition. Tho de¬
bato was interrupted betore, the .close of
the session by the presentation of the
conference report upon the Philippine tariff
bill.. Mr. Payne, the "majority.leader, de¬
clined to allow, thc minority more than
thirty minutes in which to discuss the
report, and this offer was rejected by
Mr. Ilichardson, the minority leader. A
filibuster followed, and the House ad¬
journed, after the previous question upon
the adoption of tho report had been or-
dcred.

RURAL "DELIVERY.
Mr. Loud, of California, began the de¬

bate upon the rural free delivery bill.
He declared that upon the solution of this
question would depend whether the rural
free delivery service would cost ultimate¬
ly sixty or twenty million dollars per an¬
num. The rural free delivery service up
to this time, he said, had been a political
one, and it had given many members of
'Congress their lirst taste of the sweets
of public patronage. He tra.ced the his
tory and the rapid growth of the service
add its cost, declaring that it was the
most extravagant in the public service.
At the inception the carriers received SC0O
per annum. They now received $600. If
the salary system was continued they
would eventually receive ÎS00 or ?900. At
the present time Î-SÔO.OOO was« being spent
for the supervisory force.
Mr. Loud charged that a promise had

gone forth that if the present system was
continued, the members of Congress
would control the appointment of the
carriers in the future, as they had in thc
past. ·

MR. SWANSON IIEAFJD.
Mr. Swanson, of Virginia, argued that

the present system would be moro ad¬
vantageous to the rural communities
than the contract system. He contended
that if the servio»» were made effective it
would eventually become self-supporting.
"Mr. Swanson contended that thc con¬

tract system, under the terms of the bill,
would allow the building uo· of a political
machine by permitting the department
to pass upon the trustworthiness of the
bidders. He said that the present sys¬
tem, by which Democratic Congressmen
were allowed to name half the carriers
in their districts, should be continued.

DIRE DISASTER
TO BRITISH ARMS

Boers Made Determined Attack
and Killed and Captured

Total of 632-British.
(liy Associate"1 Frc'ss.)

LONDON, March 3..In a dispatch from
Pretoria, dated to-day. Lord Kitchener
sends details of tins disaster to the escort
of the convoy of empty wagons at Von-
donop, southwest of Klerksdorp, Trans¬
vaal Colony. The British casualties in
killed, wounded and men made prisoners
reach the total of ?-"-'. In addition, the
Boers captured two guns.
Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson, who com¬

manded, the British force and who has re¬
turned to Kraaipan. Cape Colony, with
nine officers and -"-to men, reports that
when his advance guard was within ten
miles of Klerksdorp on the morning of
February 25th. the- Boers opened a. heavy
rifle fire on tho troops from the scrub.
Tho Burghers were driven off and the
convoy resumed its march, when a more
determined attack was made on the con-

voy's left flank, the Boers getting within
a hundred yards and stampeding the
mules harnessed to a number of wagons.
The attacking forces Were again driven
off.
At about G:"0 in tho morning the rear

guard was attacked by a strong force of j
Boers, and simultaneously another body
of Boers boldly charged the center of the
convoy and stampeded the mules in all
directions, throwing the escort into con¬

fusion.· during which the Boers charged
anel' recharced. riding down the separated
British units. The fh-htine- laste· for two !
hours, during which the two British guns
and a pompon almost· exhausted their
ammunition. A detachment of _W> mount¬
ed infantry from Klerksdorp attempted
to reinforce tlie British, but were held
in check by the Boers.
Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson adds that

the stren-rth ot the Boers was estimated
at from 1.200 to 1.700. Commandants D«*·
larey. Kemps. Celliers. Lemmer. "Wol-^ar-
ans and Potgier were all present. Coih-
rtwidant Lemmer is said to» have been
killed.

THE TENNESSEE RIVER.
Crest er F.'coJ Pats it Ab:ve the Danger

«Mar!.. -'-f'v
(By Associa t..1 Press.)

CILVTT.VNOOGA. TE-VN.. March ri-
The flood in the Tennessee River has
nearly spent its force, and the crest will
bo reached here at t> o'clock to-night
with a tide of thirty-seven feet, which i.»
four feet above the danger line. The
Tennessee and its tributaries above this
point are'-fiilllng steadily..
The damage has not been as great

as was anticipated, owing- . ti> warn¬
ings given by the new Hood sign*·«!
aenrice.· .· , ·[

HflY AND JONES TRY
TO tino BLOWS

Fist Fight Narrowly Averted
in Committee Room.

THEY ARE KEPT APART

They Are Separated, Shake.
Hands and Make Friends.

WORDS IN WITNESS' MOUTH

This Charge by Mr. Hay Indignantly Denied
by Mr. Jones, and the Trouble Fol.

lows.Decision la the Norfolk
County Case, Ulvia-j Each

Faction Half ol
Committee.

There came near being a that fight Irt
tho meeting of tho Democratic Stato Es¬
ecutivo Committee last -, night between
Congressmen XV. A. Jones, of Richmond
county, and James Hay, of Madison.
both members of the committee.
it wua before the body had: reached its

decision to give each ot thc contending;
factions in Norfolk county one-half· oC
tbc County Committee. Jt was long pttaC
tlie hour of mmnight, and Mr. J. 13. irían,
a "Straightout" witness, was on tht*
stand.

According to reliable information, Mr.
Hall was being examined by Mr. jonci-,
when Mr. Hay said that his colleague
should not put words into the mouth ol!
tho witness. .Mr. Jones replied that Ua
was not putting wonts into the witness
Mouth. Mr. Hay Insisted that he was.
anu utter thoy hau several times reiterated
their charges and denials, Mr. Jones sata
it Mr. Hay persisted in the charge ha
tcld what was untrue.

MADE ?? 1ÙAC1L OTHER.
In less time tnan It would take to tell

it. the Seventh District Congressman was
up and at his colleague from the First
District, anu the latter was likewise at¬
tempting to strike,' but Hon. tí. D. Kei¬
ley, of tnis city, who happened to occupy
a scat between them, with the aid of
other members of the committee and wit-
r-esses, kept them apart.
excitement ran nigh in tho crowded

room for a few moments, and so" de¬
termined were the two, congressmen to
strike each other that It was with som*»
difficulty that they were kept out ot
reach .¡t" each other until some of tha
heat of thc moment had left them. Here
the trouble ended and; tho 'two later'oil
shook hands.and left the room as good
friends as ever.

S.dV TKOUBDE «UIEAD.
When the war of worus started between

.Messrs. Jones and Hay everybody who
Kn.iw them expected trouote, tve tn·-/
uro doux men vt uovioiuta «personal coui-
age. When tney· mude tnetr mad rusit
at one another, men* colleagues Knew it
was time tor action, and iiiey a?? act
with vigor «and promptness to pfeveat
bioodshcu.
'ine mutter was deeply regretted on ail

nar.ds, o.ut its nnal, satisfactory adjust¬
ment was a source of equal gratmeation.

E.Ì.C11 IfAdlilON U-C/iO ILAUI''.
Tho decision of tno committee, which

was reuenc-d at - o'clock tn.s morning,
leaves tlia mudule in .n ortoik '

coum>"
uuont us it stood last nignt. when Ufa
body convened the "fuaionists" and thy
"straigntouts" each nau a mil county,
committee. When tho body adjourned,
each side had· half of the committee, witm
no prospect' of ever being aule to ciett
a chairman.
The decision did not seem to please ani¬

one. Tho **tìtraghtouts ' did not approv-j
It and tne "i-usion" leaders wcie cou-
demning it on the ground taut it was. no-
settlement.
There were four uncontested districts. Tha
Wasntngton and tiitus tv...au.s u.ötriet.·»
were conceded to- thc "StiaigiUouts' and
tho Tanner's Creek und Deep Creek Dis¬
tricts to tlie "Fusiontstsi·'' The two in
.dispute were Western Branch and Pleas¬
ant Grove. The former was given to tho
"ilTusionists" and the latter to tha
"Straigntouts."
The tight down in Norfolk county will

now go merrily on. and ut present thai*
is practically no county committee.

H«\D ? 1.U.VG SESSION*.
'She committee met in executive session

at $:'M o'clock in Chairman Ellyson's oi-
li'.e.« The members present' were Messr».
Jones, Harnes. Keiley, Hay. Willard, and
Echols und Chairman Ellyson.
"Ehere were a great number ef person·

Interested in both sides present, and Mr.
G. W. Jones was the iir*t speaker- He
was the spokesman and leader tor tita
"i'traightouLs" and argued in an nbio
manner in favor of taking up and deter¬
mining the case. Captain R. C. Marshall
replied at length and with chaiactcristio
fi.rce against going tuto the matter, beinjc
the leader and chief advocate of the *"l-"u-
sionists."
At 10 o'clock the committee held a con¬

ference, and at 10:20 Chairman Ellyson
arnounced tltat they had decided to opee
the case and hear argument, allowing
cue hour to each side. Messr.:. XV. McK.
Woodhouse and G. XV. Jones spoke for
the "Straightouts·.'* and Captain Marshall
fi-r the "Fusionists." and la great many
witnesses were examined.
There were a great many politicians

«presenting «both sides in the committee-
rfom, and the decision was eagerly
awaiting when the body went Into execu¬
tive sesión.

THE FLOOD DAMAGE.
Two of Mrs. George Vaaderbilt'a Floe Horses

Drowníil at liltmore.
(is ¿sMCl-ited Pwss.)

ASHEVIL.LE, >*. C. March 3..The
damage to railroads and county roads hi
western Xorth Carolina caused -by.th**
recent storm and floods is'enormous, but
it is known that no lives were lost. ¦ Sev-
eral towns have been cut off entirely
since la-st Thursday. The railway situa¬
tion Is slightly.improving, ani an aocoat--
modation train h»ft f»r Marsha»! thl». ai-
tcrnoen- The raüroids arc employing all
possible mea? to «hasten the repairing
of their Unes.
-Two of Mrs. George Vanderbllfs fa¬
vorite-horses perished in the flood -at
.Biltmoce. ajKi sevcral-jser,.Tintp;«emj>l>Ç'«»tl
at the Vanderbilt homeMalme«1«**^t, their
.lives «before beiwr-reárate1^'^


